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US, Israel launch attack on Iran  
as Trump announces 'major combat operations' 

The United States and Israel launched a massive coordinated military 
offensive targeting Iran known as "Operation Epic Fury." 

Covered by: Efrat Lachter, Morgan Phillips, Benjamin Weinthal, Michael Sinkewicz, Alexandra Koch, 
Rachel Wolf, Michael Dorgan, Elizabeth Elkind, Alex Miller and Amanda Macias 

   February 28, 2026, 9:02 AM EST 

President Donald Trump had warned of possible 
U.S. intervention in response to  deadly anti-
regime protests and if Iran did not accept a 
sweeping nuclear deal. 

WHAT TO KNOW 

*  President Donald Trump confirmed Saturday 
that the U.S. is carrying out "major combat 
operations in Iran." In a video posted to Truth 
Social, Trump said the objective is to defend 
Americans by eliminating imminent threats from 
the Iranian regime, describing it as "a vicious 
group of very hard, terrible people." 

*  In his message, Trump urged the Iranian regime 
to "lay down" its weapons or "face certain death." 
Calling it their "only chance for generations," 
Trump urged the people of Iran to "take over your 
government" after the operation. 

*  The United States military attack against the 
Iran is named "Operation Epic Fury." Israel, which 
coordinated the daytime morning blitz with the 
U.S., announced the Jewish State's mission as 
“Operation Roaring Lion." 

*  The joint military operation is expected to carry 
on for days. Officials tell Fox News that Israel is 
targeting Iranian leadership, while the U.S. is 
targeting military targets and ballistic missile sites 
that pose an "imminent threat." 

Israel releases video of airstrikes in Iran 

 
The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) on Saturday 
published a video of its airstrike on missile 
launchers in western Iran as Israel and the U.S. 
take part in a joint effort against Tehran. 

"Within the ‘Roaring Lion’ operation, the IDF 
struck with the direction of IDF intelligence, 
hundreds of Iranian military targets, including 
missile launchers in western Iran," the IDF's 
statement read. 

"Alongside the IAF’s strikes in Iran, the Aerial 
Defense Array is currently identifying and 
intercepting threats fired from Iran toward the 
State of Israel," the IDF added. 

Posted by Rachel Wolf 

Trump admin briefed House Speaker 
Mike Johnson ahead of Iran strikes 

Speaker Mike Johnson was briefed ahead of the 
strikes on Iran, his spokesperson said. (Credit: 
Getty Images) 

Speaker Mike Johnson, R-La., was notified by the 
Trump administration before strikes on Iran were 
carried out, a spokesperson told Fox News Digital 
on Saturday morning. 
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Johnson got a call from Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio before the joint operation between the U.S. 
and Israel began. 

It’s customary for an administration to brief 
congressional leadership before any significant 
military actions, which it also did when the U.S. 
engaged in an operation to capture Venezuelan 
President Nicolas Maduro weeks earlier. 

The speaker has not yet made any comments on 
the Iran operation but is likely to do so sometime 
Saturday morning. 

The only member of congressional leadership to 
have released a statement so far is House 
Majority Whip Tom Emmer, R-Minn., who praised 
it as a “bold and decisive act of strength.” 

Posted by Elizabeth Elkind 

Iran retaliates with missiles strikes at 
US facilities in multiple countries 

 
Iran has started retaliating after the U.S. and 
Israel launched Operation Epic Fury early Saturday 
morning. 

Fox News' Jennifer Griffin reported that 
approximately 40 missiles had landed in Israel. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. military in Iraq intercepted at 
least one missile targeting U.S. facilities. 
Additionally, Iran appeared to hit the U.S. Navy's 
Fifth Fleet, but no casualties were reported and it 
appeared as though the regime struck an empty 
warehouse. 

Iran also launched missiles at Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan, where the U.S. has squadrons of 
advanced fighter jets, Griffin reported. This led to 
condemnations from Jordan, the U.A.E. and 
others. 

Omani Foreign Minister Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al 
Busaidi said on X that he was "dismayed" by the 
attacks after her recently mediated indirect talks 
between the U.S. and Iran. 

"I am dismayed. Active and serious negotiations 
have yet again been undermined. Neither the 
interests of the United States nor the cause of 
global peace are well served by this. And I pray for 
the innocents who will suffer. I urge the United 
States not to get sucked in further. This is not 
your war," the foreign minister said. 

Posted by Rachel Wolf 

Oman's Foreign Ministry expresses 
'profound regret' as US, Israel hit Iran 

Majid Asgaripour/WANA (West Asia News 
Agency) via Reuters 

The Omani Foreign Ministry condemned 
Operation Epic Fury, which the U.S. and Israel 
launched against Iran on Saturday. 

"The Ministry of Foreign Affairs expresses the 
Sultanate of Oman's profound regret over the 
military operations launched by Israel and the 
United States of America against the Islamic 
Republic of Iran, warning of the danger of the 
conflict expanding into consequences that cannot 
be rectified in the region," the Omani Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement, according to X's 
translation. 

"The Sultanate of Oman considers this action to 
be in contravention of the rules of international 
law and the principle of resolving issues through 
peaceful means rather than hostile means, the 
shedding of blood, and calls on all parties to 
immediately suspend military operations, while 
urging the United Nations Security Council to 
convene an urgent meeting to impose a ceasefire 
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and for the international community to take a 
clear stance in support of international law," it 
added. 

Posted by Rachel Wolf 

Iran speaks out as US, Israel carry out 
Operation Epic Fury 

 
Majid Asgaripour/WANA (West Asia News 
Agency) via Reuters 

Iran's Foreign Ministry blasted the U.S. and Israel, 
which began carrying out Operation Epic Fury on 
Saturday. 

"Our sacred and beloved homeland, proud and 
civilization-making Iran, has once again been 
subjected to criminal military aggression by the 
#UnitedStates and the #ZionistRegime," Iran's 
Foreign Ministry said in a statement posted on X. 

The Iranian Foreign Ministry called the attacks by 
the U.S. and Israel "a gross violation of Iran’s 
territorial integrity and national sovereignty." 

Iran also called on the United Nations and the 
Security Council, where the U.S. has veto power, 
to act as the attacks unfold. Tehran claimed that 
the attacks by the U.S. and Israel, which it calls 
"the Zionist regime" were carried out in violation 
of the U.N. Charter. 

"All member states of the United Nations, 
especially regional and Islamic countries, 
members of the Non-Aligned Movement, and all 
states that feel responsible for international 
peace and security, are expected to firmly 
condemn this act of aggression and take urgent 
and collective action to confront it, which has 
undoubtedly exposed the peace and security of 
the region and the world to an unprecedented 
threat," Iran's Foreign Ministry said. 

Posted by Rachel Wolf 

Emmer makes first statement from 
congressional leadership on Iran strikes 

 
House Majority Whip Tom Emmer, R-Minn., is 
praising President Donald Trump after the U.S. 
and Israel began joint strikes on Iran overnight. 

“This is a bold, decisive act of strength by 
President Trump. The Ayatollah is responsible for 
killing hundreds of U.S. service members and 
slaughtering its own people,” Emmer told Fox 
News Digital. 

“We pray that because of this leadership, the U.S. 
and the world will be a safer place. May God bless 
and protect the men and women of our military 
conducting this mission and serving in the 
region.” 

It’s the first significant statement on the 
operation from a member of congressional 
leadership. 

Emmer has been one of Trump’s most vocal allies 
on Capitol Hill so far this term. 

Posted by Elizabeth Elkind 
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Qatar reserves 'full right' to defend itself 
against 'Iranian aggression,' calls for 
dialogue 

 
A plume of smoke rises following a reported 
explosion in Tehran on Feb. 28, 2026. (ATTA 
KENARE/AFP via Getty Images) 

Qatar’s Foreign Ministry said it reserves its “full 
right” to defend itself after what it described as 
Iranian aggression targeting Qatari territory. 

Qatar’s Defense Ministry said it had “successfully 
thwarted a number of attacks targeting the 
country’s territory” after multiple rounds of alerts 
sounded. Authorities reported no immediate 
injuries or damage in residential areas. 

In a statement, Qatar’s Foreign Ministry said the 
state will respond in accordance with 
international law and in a manner proportionate 
to the nature of the attack, in defense of its 
sovereignty and national security. 

The ministry said targeting Qatari territory 
contradicts the “principles of good 
neighborliness” and “cannot be accepted under 
any pretext or justification.” 

Qatar also condemned what it described as 
violations of the sovereignty of Kuwait, the United 
Arab Emirates, Jordan and Bahrain, expressing full 
solidarity with those nations. 

Despite the escalation, the ministry reiterated its 
call for dialogue with Iran and urged an 
immediate halt to hostilities and a return to 
negotiations. 

Blasts were reported across several Gulf states 
hosting U.S. military assets, including Qatar, 
according to Al Jazeera, after the United States 
and Israel launched military strikes across Iranian 
territory. 

The outlet cited Iran’s Fars News Agency as 
confirming attacks targeting military bases in the 
region, including Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar, which 
serves as the forward headquarters of U.S. 
Central Command. 

Posted by Michael Dorgan 

Ukraine declares its support for the 
Iranian people, ties the regime to Russia 
in scathing statement 

 
“The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 
confirms the unchanged position of our state: we 
support the Iranian people and their legitimate 
desire to live in security, freedom and prosperity. 

“The Iranian regime, which has been mocking the 
Iranian people for decades, has launched a large-
scale policy of violence against its own people and 
other countries. This includes massive human 
rights violations within the country, support for 
militants who have brought chaos to other 
countries in the region, and direct military 
support for the aggressor state of Russia in its 
unprovoked war of aggression against Ukraine. 
We remember and will never forget the strikes of 
thousands of "Shaheeds" on our peaceful cities 
and people. 

“Such cooperation between the regimes in 
Moscow and Tehran constitutes a gross violation 
of international law and undermines global efforts 
to restore peace and stability. 

“Long-term systematic violations of human rights, 
brutal repression, executions and persecution of 
dissidents testify to the deep crisis of the internal 
policy of this state and the lack of proper 
protection of the basic rights and freedoms of its 
citizens. 

“The regime spent enormous resources precisely 
on violence, murder and chaos, and not on 
providing for its own people, whose economic 
situation continued to deteriorate every year. As 
the President of Ukraine has repeatedly 
emphasized, the Iranian regime should have gone 
long ago. 
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“The reason for the current events is precisely the 
violence and arbitrariness of the Iranian regime, 
in particular the murders and repressions against 
peaceful protesters, which have become 
particularly large-scale in recent months. 

“We emphasize that the regime in Tehran had 
every opportunity to prevent a violent scenario. It 
was given opportunities for diplomacy and finding 
solutions, but the regime ignored these efforts 
and instead only stalled for time in the hope of 
misleading the international community. 

“We reaffirm our unwavering position: we wish 
security, prosperity, and freedom to the Iranian 
people, as well as stability and prosperity to the 
Middle East. We thank everyone in the world who 
has supported and continues to support the 
Iranian people in this difficult time.” 

Ukraine ripped the Iranian regime and its ties to 
Russia in a statement on Saturday, as it also 
declared its support for the people of Iran. 

"The Iranian regime, which has been mocking the 
Iranian people for decades, has launched a large-
scale policy of violence against its own people and 
other countries. This includes massive human 
rights violations within the country, support for 
militants who have brought chaos to other 
countries in the region, and direct military 
support for the aggressor state of Russia in its 
unprovoked war of aggression against Ukraine. 
We remember and will never forget the strikes of 
thousands of 'Shaheeds' on our peaceful cities 
and people," Ukraine's Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
(MFA) said in a statement. 

"Such cooperation between the regimes in 
Moscow and Tehran constitutes a gross violation 
of international law and undermines global efforts 
to restore peace and stability." 

The Ukrainian MFA also condemned Iran's human 
rights abuses as well as the oppression of its own 
people. 

"The reason for the current events is precisely the 
violence and arbitrariness of the Iranian regime, 
in particular the murders and repressions against 
peaceful protesters, which have become 
particularly large-scale in recent months," the 
statement read. 

Posted by Rachel Wolf 

NYPD 'closely monitoring' the situation 
in Iran and the Middle East 

The New York Police Department (NYPD) said it is 
"closely monitoring" the situation unfolding in 
Iran as the U.S. and Israel participate in joint 
attacks. The department also said that it was 
coordinating with its federal and international 
partners. 

"As is our protocol and out of an abundance of 
caution, we will be enhancing patrols to sensitive 
locations throughout the city, including 
diplomatic, cultural, religious, and other relevant 
sites," the NYPD's statement read. 

Posted by Rachel Wolf 

Iranian group releases plan to turn 
country into a democratic republic amid 
US, Israel strikes 

The provisional government of National Council of 
Resistance of Iran's (NCRI), an Iranian dissidents 
group, said on Saturday that it was looking to 
transform the country from a dictatorship into a 
democratic republic based on its president-elect's 
plan. 

The 10-point plan was released by NCRI's 
president-elect Maryam Rajavi in June 2020 and it 
outlines the steps needed in order to bring 
freedom to Iran. 

The first step of the plan calls for the rejection of 
clerical rule in favor of a republic built on 
"universal suffrage and pluralism." The second 
step calls for freedom of speech, political parties, 
assembly, the press and the internet, as well as 
the disbanding of several entities, namely the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), the 
Quds Force, plainclothes groups, the Basij, the 
Ministry of Intelligence, the Council of the 
Cultural Revolution and all suppressive patrols 
and institutions in cities, villages, schools, 
universities, offices and factories. 

The third step involves a commitment to 
individual and social freedom, which Rajavi says 
will be in accordance with the Universal 
Declaration of Humans Rights. This would involve 
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the disbanding of agencies that oversee 
"censorship and inquisition" as well as "seeking 
justice for massacred political prisoners," as well 
as the prohibition of torture and the end of the 
death penalty. The fourth step then calls for a 
separation of church and state, as well as 
freedom of religion. 

In the fifth step, Rajavi seeks to establish gender 
equality in several parts of society and to allow 
for the "equal participation of women in political 
leadership." This step would also abolish 
discrimination, end the country's modesty laws, 
allow for freedom to marry and divorce and to 
obtain education and employment. It also would 
prohibit the exploitation of women. 

The sixth step would establish an independent 
jury and legal system in accordance with 
international standards that is based on the 
presumption of innocence, as well as the right to 
an attorney, right of appeal and the right to be 
tried in a public court. With this step, Rajavi plans 
to also abolish Sharia law and shut down Islamic 
Revolutionary Courts. 

The seventh step would see the end of Iran's 
"double injustices against Iranian nationalities and 
ethnicities," which would follow NCRI's plan for 
the autonomy of Iranian Kurdistan. 

The eighth step calls for justice and equal 
opportunities in employment and 
entrepreneurship for all Iranians in a free market 
economy, restoring rights for blue-collar workers, 
farmers, nurses, white-collar workers, teachers 
and retirees. 

In the ninth step, the group seeks to protect and 
restore the environment, which it says was 
"massacred under the rule of the mullahs." 

The tenth and final step calls for "non-nuclear Iran 
that is also devoid of weapons of mass 
destruction" as well as peace and regional and 
international cooperation. 

Posted by Rachel Wolf 

Iran vows ‘decisive’ retaliation after US, 
Israel launch strikes 

 
Smoke rises over Tehran after Israeli forces 
launched a second wave of airstrikes on Iran, Feb. 
28, 2026. (Fatemeh Bahrami/Anadolu via Getty 
Images) 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry vowed a “decisive and 
definitive” response Saturday after the United 
States and Israel launched military strikes across 
Iranian territory. 

The ministry called the attacks a violation of the 
U.N. Charter and warned that its armed forces 
“will not hesitate” to defend the country, vowing 
to make "the aggressors regret their criminal act." 

“The armed forces of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
will decisively respond to the aggressors with 
authority,” the ministry said. 

“History bears witness that Iranians have never 
bowed their heads in submission to foreign 
aggression and domination; this time too, the 
response of the Iranian nation will be decisive and 
definitive,” it added. 

The ministry said the strikes hit targets in several 
cities and amounted to “overt armed aggression.” 

It said responding to the attacks is Iran’s “legal 
and legitimate right” under Article 51 of the U.N. 
Charter and that its armed forces will use all their 
capabilities and resources to counter what it 
described as "criminal aggression." 

Posted by Michael Dorgan 



https://www.foxnews.com/live-news/israel-us-launch-attack-on-iran-amid-escalating-protests 

page 7 of 11 

Strikes on Iran will last days, not hours, 
US official says 

A U.S. official has told Fox News that the 
strikes on Iran are expected to last for days, 
rather than a few hours.  

Additionally, the official and a source 
confirmed to Fox News that there were no 
casualties resulting from Iran hit's on a U.S. 
Navy base in Bahrain. The source said the 
strike hit an empty warehouse. 

Saudi Arabia condemns Iran's strikes on 
Trump-aligned Arab states 

Saudi Arabia on Saturday issued a statement 
condemning Iran’s attacks on several Arab 
nations, including ones that have aligned 
themselves with President Donald Trump. The 
statement comes as the U.S. and Israel engage in 
joint attacks on Iran. 

“The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia condemns and 
denounces in the strongest terms the treacherous 
Iranian aggression and the blatant violation of the 
sovereignty of each of the United Arab Emirates, 
the Kingdom of Bahrain, the State of Qatar, the 
State of Kuwait, and the Hashemite Kingdom of 
Jordan, affirming its full solidarity and standing by 
the side of the sister states, and placing all its 
capabilities at their disposal to support them in all 
measures they take, and warning of the grave 
consequences of the continued violation of the 
sovereignty of states and the principles of 
international law,” the statement read, according 
to X's translation. 

Posted by Rachel Wolf 

IDF plans to call up roughly 70,000 
reservists following US-Israel joint 
attack on Iran: source 

 
An IDF tactical flag patch seen on a soldier. 
(Nataly Hanin/Getty) 

A source who took part in a recent Israeli military 
meeting told Fox News there are plans to call up 
roughly 70,000 reservists over the next few days, 
following a joint US-Israel attack on Iran. 

As incoming fire is expected from Iran, the 
reservists will be tasked with manning the Israel 
Defense Forces (IDF)'s air defense systems, 
according to the source. 

Dozens of strikes were reportedly carried out 
against Iran Saturday morning, with the source 
noting the military is operating at the "highest 
level with American counterparts." 

Many Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) 
commanders and officials were targeted in 
strikes, according to initial reports. 

Fox News' chief foreign correspondent Trey Yingst 
contributed to this report. 

Posted by Alexandra Koch 
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Former shah of Iran calls joint US-Israel 
attack 'humanitarian intervention' from 
POTUS 

 
Reza Pahlavi, the former crown prince of Iran, 
described the joint US-Israel attack on the country 
as promised "aid," and an act of "humanitarian 
intervention" by President Donald Trump. 

Following the reported nationwide strikes, Pahlavi 
called on Iranian citizens to abandon support for 
the regime, and the U.S. to "exercise the utmost 
caution" to preserve civilian lives. 

"Moments of destiny lie ahead of us," Pahlavi 
wrote in a statement on social media. "... Even 
with the arrival of this aid, the final victory will 
still be forged by our hands. It is we, the people of 
Iran, who will finish the job in this final battle. The 
time to return to the streets is near." 

"Now that the Islamic Republic is collapsing, my 
message to the country's military, police, and 
security forces is clear: You have sworn an oath to 
protect Iran and the Iranian people — not the 
Islamic Republic and its leaders," he continued. 
"Your duty is to defend the people, not a regime 
that has taken our homeland hostage through 
repression and crime. Join the people and help 
bring about a stable and secure transition. 

Otherwise, you will go down with Khamenei's 
sinking ship and his regime." 

Pahlavi warned citizens to remain in their homes 
and stay vigilant, so that when he announces an 
"appropriate time," Iranians can "return to the 
streets for the final action." 

"We are very close to final victory," he wrote. "I 
want to be by your side as soon as possible so 
that together we can take back and rebuild Iran." 

Posted by Alexandra Koch 

Iran's supreme leader, president 
targeted in attack: senior Israeli official 

 
Map of explosions reported on Tehran street 
housing key military and presidential offices. (Fox 
News) 

A senior Israeli official confirmed to Fox News 
Iranian Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and 
President Masoud Pezeshkian were targeted in 
Saturday's joint U.S.-Israel attack on Iran. 

The official noted military forces also focused on 
taking out "those responsible for commanding the 
mass murder of Iranian protesters." 

"Battle damage assessments will come out later," 
the official said. 

Posted by Alexandra Koch 



https://www.foxnews.com/live-news/israel-us-launch-attack-on-iran-amid-escalating-protests 

page 9 of 11 

If Khamenei falls, who takes Iran? 
Strikes will expose power vacuum — 
and the IRGC’s grip 

 
Office of the Iranian Supreme Leader via AP 

As U.S. and Israeli forces strike deep inside Iran — 
reportedly targeting senior regime officials 
including Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
and President Masoud Pezeshkian — the question 
of who would lead Iran if the Islamic Republic 
collapses is no longer theoretical. 

Iran has retaliated with missile barrages against 
U.S. positions across the Middle East, and while 
Iranian state media says top leaders remain alive 
and have been moved to secure locations, the 
direct targeting of political and military leadership 
marks a dramatic escalation. 

Yet despite the intensity of the moment, regional 
analysts say there is no obvious successor poised 
to take control of the country. 

Experts consistently point to one determining 
factor: whether Iran’s coercive institutions — 
particularly the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps 
(IRGC) — fracture or consolidate. 

If the IRGC remains cohesive, the most likely 
outcome is not democratic transition but a 
harder, more openly security-dominated system. 
A clerical reshuffle or military-led consolidation 
could preserve much of the existing power 
structure even if key figures are removed. 

One of the most prominent opposition figures 
abroad is Reza Pahlavi, son of Iran’s last shah. He 
has lived outside Iran since the 1979 revolution 
and has spent decades advocating for a secular, 
democratic system. 

Posted by Morgan Phillips 

Iran retaliates with missiles strikes at 
US facilities in multiple countries 

Iran has started retaliating after the U.S. and 
Israel launched Operation Epic Fury early 
Saturday morning. 

Fox News' Jennifer Griffin reported that 
approximately 40 missiles had landed in Israel. 
Meanwhile, the U.S. military in Iraq intercepted at 
least one missile targeting U.S. facilities. 
Additionally, Iran appeared to hit the U.S. Navy's 
Fifth Fleet, but no casualties were reported and it 
appeared as though the regime struck an empty 
warehouse. 

Iran also launched missiles at Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan, where the U.S. has squadrons of 
advanced fighter jets, Griffin reported. This led to 
condemnations from Jordan, the U.A.E. and 
others. 

Omani Foreign Minister Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al 
Busaidi said on X that he was "dismayed" by the 
attacks after her recently mediated indirect talks 
between the U.S. and Iran. 

"I am dismayed. Active and serious negotiations 
have yet again been undermined. Neither the 
interests of the United States nor the cause of 
global peace are well served by this. And I pray for 
the innocents who will suffer. I urge the United 
States not to get sucked in further. This is not 
your war," the foreign minister said. 

Posted by Rachel Wolf 
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State Dept urges US citizens to depart 
Lebanon now 'while commercial options 
remain available' 

 
 

The U.S. Embassy in Beirut has advised U.S. 
citizens still in Lebanon to leave "while 
commercial options remain available" as the U.S. 
and Israel hit Iran with Operation Epic Fury. 
Additionally, the embassy urged U.S. citizens not 
to travel to Lebanon. 

"Americans who choose not to depart at this time 
should prepare contingency plans should the 
situation deteriorate. These alternative plans 
should not rely on the U.S. government for 
assisted departure or evacuation," the embassy 
said in a statement. "We recommend that U.S. 
citizens who choose not to depart be prepared to 
shelter in place should the situation deteriorate 
further." 

Posted by Rachel Wolf 

House Democrat defends Trump's 
strikes on Iran: 'Stop them from taking 
more lives' 

 
President Donald Trump’s strikes in Iran got rare 
Democratic support on Saturday morning. 

Rep. Greg Landsman, D-Ohio, released a 
statement pointing out that Tehran has long 
destabilized the Middle East and that the U.S. 

strikes were “targeting military infrastructure – 
with warnings to Iranian civilians to take shelter 
away from these military targets.” 

“The U.S. is destroying Iran’s missiles and bombs 
to stop them from taking more lives,” Landsman 
said. “For decades, the regime has caused 
mayhem and bloodshed through Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, Hamas in Gaza, the Houthis in Yemen – 
all while the people of Iran have suffered. When 
the Iranian people stood up to protest the regime 
last month, the regime murdered tens of 
thousands of its own people.” 

“I want a lasting peace for everyone in the region 
– from the Iranian people to the Lebanese, 
Palestinians, Syrians, Iraqis, Jordanians, and 
Israelis. I hope these targeted strikes on the 
Iranian regime’s military assets ends the regime’s 
mayhem and bloodshed and makes way for this 
lasting peace in the region.” 

While not mentioning Trump directly, he thanked 
U.S. service members in the region and said, “May 
peace emerge from all of this.” 

Posted by Elizabeth Elkind 

What is the Tomahawk missile? The 
weapon that opened the US strike on 
Iran 

 
The USS Barry launches a Tomahawk cruise 
missile on March 29, 2011, from the 
Mediterranean Sea. (US Navy photo) 

The first missile in the U.S. arsenal used against 
Iranian targets in Saturday's pre-dawn strike was 
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the Tomahawk, a long-range cruise missile 
launched from Navy ships and submarines. 

About half the length of a standard telephone 
pole, the Tomahawk flies at the speed of a 
commercial airliner and can carry a 1,000-pound 
warhead about the distance from Washington, 
D.C., to Miami. 

The missile has been a mainstay of the Navy’s 
arsenal since the 1980s and was first used in 
combat during the 1991 Gulf War. In the decades 
since, it has become a go-to option for presidents 
seeking to strike targets from long range without 
putting U.S. service members in harm’s way. 

“Tomahawks are the longest-range cruise missile 
we have and the one presidents reach for first 
and often,” said Thomas Karako, director of the 
Missile Defense Project at the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies. 

But demand has outpaced supply, he noted. 

“We’ve been using them far more frequently than 
we’ve been producing them,” he added. 

Overall, the Tomahawk has been deployed more 
than 2,300 times. 

Posted by Amanda Macias 

Other Headlines 

Dem compares Trump’s Iran strikes to 
same ‘foolish decision’ made by Bush 

Fetterman praises Operation Epic Fury: 
Trump is 'willing to do what's right' 

Leader Thune backs Trump's strikes in 
Iran despite 'dogged pursuit' by 
administration to resolve peace 

Rand Paul bucks Trump on Iran, 'I must 
oppose another Presidential war' 

Europe’s top powers push diplomacy 
after strikes on Iran 

Omar accuses Trump of 'illegal regime 
change war' 

Kaine demands Senate return, 
immediately vote to curb Trump's 
‘idiotic’ strikes in Iran 

Trump critic Carney expresses support 
for US and Israel's strikes on Iran 

Graham says Saudi recognition of Israel 
would be historic reset as ‘mothership of 
terrorism’ falls 

Departure flights for US military families 
in Bahrain paused after missile attack 

Schumer demands Iran briefing for 
Congress, calls on Senate to immediately 
return to rein in Trump 

Israel launches new strikes on Iranian 
missile launchers 

Civilian casualty claims mount after 
reported Iran school strike, CENTCOM 
opens review 

UK to convene United Nations security 
meeting in NYC as US, Israel attack Iran 
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